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JAGDEEP RAINA TRANSFORMS LOST HISTORIES INTO LIVING
ARCHIVE WITH ‘EVERYTHING LEFT UNSAID’

VANCOUVER — A new solo exhibition from artist Jagdeep Raina transforms archival materials

into living narratives that explore questions about life in Sikh communities across the globe.

Titled everything left unsaid, the show is currently on view at the Libby Leshgold Gallery at
Emily Carr University through Feb. 26. It includes works spanning drawing, painting,
embroidered textiles and animated film, produced over a period of roughly seven years. The
exhibition is Jagdeep’s first in Vancouver.

The subjects of Jagdeep’s work are mined from institutional archives, oral histories, personal
photo albums and even the artist’s imagination.

“Moving through the exhibition, one can see the artist aptly shift between mediums, employing
a range of tools and techniques to examine his subjects from every angle,” writes Libby
Leshgold curatorial assistant Troy Johnson in her introductory essay.

“To experience Jagdeep’s work is to bear witness to the lives and histories that he has been
entrusted with remembering. In the threaded sha pes, the pastel and graphite markings, a
material history is formed.”

This material history, Troy adds, offers a more “complex understanding” of communities
formed by migration.

In an essay titled ‘Families without objects, and everything left unsaid,” ant hropologist Kamal
Arora writes that Sikh stories of historical events have “largely been missing and marginalized.”
Historical and political turmoil — including forced migration during the Partition of India and
broader volatility throughout the region — left generations of Punjabi families displaced and
without possessions. Books, photos, letters, clothes and more were lost or destroyed, leaving
entire communities bereft of personal and collective record.

In this context of historical loss, Jagdeep’s work serves as a vital act of remembrance.

“His works hum with life, vibrancy, emotion, history,” writes Kamal, an anti -racism and equity,
diversity and inclusion advocate whose research focuses on gender and Sikhism.

“Things that are left unsaid are given new life. The archive is coming into being, from Kashmir
to Punjab to Southall to Vancouver, and beyond. | can think of no greater gift to our
transnational communities than what Jagdeep has created with his two hands.”


https://www.jagdeepraina.com/
https://libby.ecuad.ca/exhibitions/2023/jagdeep-raina-everything-left-unsaid.html
https://libby.ecuad.ca/

Jagdeep suggests his most recent works a sk questions about how human care and intimacy
are influenced by the ebb and flow of time.

“How can we learn from historical memory as a way to better understand how to care for one
another?” he asks. “What does caregiving look like in environmental and urban landscapes
that feel unstable? How do we grapple with understanding the temporary ways in which
communities, friendships, families, relationships come together and gradually fall apart and

erode over time?”

everything left unsaidis presented in collaboration with media partner Rungh Cultural Society.
The exhibition is on view at the Libby Leshgold Gallery at ECU from Jan. 13 to Feb. 26, 2023.

A public reception will take place at the gallery on Jan. 12 at 6pm. The exhibition will also
include a Jan. 26 online artist conversation featuring Jagdeep Raina, Yui Kigimiya and Ami
Yokoyama, and a Feb. 9 panel discussion “Tracing Contours: Canadian South Asian
Contemporary Arts 1990s - 2020s” featuring Shelly Bahl, Farheeq Khan and Jordan Strom,
hosted by Zool Suleman and presented by Rungh.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Jagdeep Raina is an interdisciplinary artist and writer from Guelph, Ontario. He holds an MFA
from the Rhode Island School of Design and was a 2021 Paul Mellon Fellow at Yale University.
Raina currently lives and works in Houston, Texas.

ABOUT THE LIBBY LESHGOLD GALLERY

KtnThe Libby Leshgold Gallery is a public art gallery dedicated to the presentation of contemporary art.
Located within Emily Carr University of Art + Design on Great Northern Way, the Gallery serves
a broad and varied community that includes the students, faculty and staff of the university, the
arts community, the public of Greater Vancouver, and visitors from around the world.

ABOUT RUNGH CULTURAL SOCIETY

steRungh is a Canadian multidisciplinary space for creative explorations, featuring work by Indigenous,
Black and People of Colour artists. Comprising of a magazine, programming, archive, advocacy
and more, Rungh is committed to Canada-wide conversations by and about people of colour.
Rungh questions and challenges ideas about diversity in the Canadian cultural landscape.
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