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DOXA film Shooting Indians: A Journey With Jeffrey Thomas
explores the (mis)representation of Indigenous people in
photography
by Hina Imam on May 10th, 2019 at 12:06 PM
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Shooting Indians follows the journey of Iroquois photographer Jeffrey Thomas, his quest to document
Indigenous people, and his creative process.

The title Shooting Indians is double-edged and instantly demands attention. At first
glance, “shooting” reminds one of the many atrocities committed against Indigenous
people in Canada. But this film released in 1997 is not really about that. It is about
photographing Indigenous people, about representation or lack thereof, and about the
way the country’s past has been glorified.
In a phone interview with the Georgia Straight, Zool Suleman,
curator of the Longing and Belonging: 1990s South Asian Film
and Video program at the DOXA Documentary Film Festival
discussed about some of the themes present in the documentary.
To mention a few, the film touches upon “issues of race, racism,
issues of belonging, feeling misplaced in this territory we call
Canada, issues of identity, and how the state wants to define
people a certain way”.
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Indian filmmaker Ali Kazimi came to Canada to study film in the
’80s. He had two things on his mind: he was grappling to
understand contemporary Indigenous culture in Canada, and he
also needed a subject for his thesis.
Then he met Jeffrey Thomas, an urban Iroquois photographer—
in short, the perfect subject. And thus began a decadelong
project. The film follows the journey of Thomas his quest to document Indigenous people,
and essentially his creative process.
Early on, we find out Thomas wanted to be a photographer ever since he saw pictures
taken by Edward Curtis, an early-20th-century white American photographer who was
renowned for his images of Indigenous people in America. Nonetheless, as the film
progresses, Thomas expresses his ambivalent feelings towards Curtis’s work and
denounces him for creating “romantic stereotypes”.
“There was a big rush for photographers to come in and to preserve the things that they
destroyed—that their culture destroyed. I think Curtis was indicative of the attitude at
that time of coming in and preserving reminisces of this [Indigenous] culture,” says
Thomas.
Though we see only glimpses of Kazimi, one can feel the resonance shared between the
filmmaker and his subject. They come from completely different parts of the world and
cultures, yet they bond over similar lived experiences. Thomas shares how he would not
have been comfortable doing this with anyone else. He says, “You talked about being an
outsider in Canada and the kind of problems that we both had were parallel…”
It is poignant to watch Thomas learn about his culture and (mostly) unlearn its portrayal
through the white gaze. “There wasn’t a history of Aboriginal people photographing
themselves during that period of time, the early 20th century. Instead, they had
photographers like Curtis,” Thomas says.
This conflicted relationship with Curtis is an integral part of the film—on one hand he is
inspired and extensively examines the late photographer’s work about Indigenous people
in North America, recognizing how there is little or no documentation otherwise. On the
other hand, he also has to confront the fact that the representation is problematic.
Suleman added, “The idea of an Indian who is born in India and this misnamed, entirely
misframed Indigenous person having that conversation is what makes Shooting Indians
such a relevant film today.”
Shooting Indians: A Journey With Jeffrey Thomas screens on Friday (May
10) at the Cinematheque as part of the DOXA Documentary Film Festival.

I’m not in a “mood”

Meinhardts Blue Eyes

I confess that the next
time I’m accused of
being in a bad mood
just because I’m not
willing to...

Christmas Eve, you
with magical blue eyes
stole my Meinhardts
checkout counter (not
really). Me,...

MORE CONFESSIONS

»

MORE I SAW YOUS

»

Follow Hina Imam on Twitter @hinazimam
Click here to report a typo.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

READ LIKE A LOCAL

STRAIGHT NEWSLETTER
Get the latests news, prebuys and contest updates
Your email

AROUND THE WEB

[Photos] William And
Kate's Relationship Has
Changed And Now We…

Yes, I consent to receive communications from
the Georgia Straight

Maternity Week | Sponsored

[Photos] Most People
Never Noticed This In
Iconic 'Gilligan's Island…

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Past Factory | Sponsored

[Pics] Say Goodbye These
Stores Are All Closing by
2020
Flights10 | Sponsored

[Photos] Everyone Spotted The
Same Thing Behind Prince
Charles

35 Dubai Photos That Will
Definitely Make You Think
Twice About Visiting

Maternity Week | Sponsored

Ice Pop | Sponsored

[Pics] Pour Dish Soap In
Your Toilet Before Bed,
Here’s Why

[Pics] A Scientist Released A
Painting Of Jesus, And It
Changes What Everyone
Believed

Livestly | Sponsored

https://www.history10.com/ | Sponso…
d

MORE ON STRAIGHT.COM
PLACES TO GO

Hunters Garden
Centre

Vancouver
Community College

Uncle Fatih's Pizza

OEB Breakfast Co.

Both Vancouver and Surrey
locations are open and you can
visit the store to order or buy
your...

VCC has been inspiring students
to reach their career and
educational goals for over 50
years,...

Uncle Fatih's Pizza has 9
locations across the lower
mainland, offering take out and
contactless...

From our humble roots, OEB
Breakfast Co. has been
changing the way people think
about breakfast...

LEARN MORE

LEARN MORE

LEARN MORE

LEARN MORE

TRENDING STORIES UPDATING IN 5 MINS...

Alberta confirms
Canada's fifth case of
U.K. COVID-19 variant

In memoriam:
Remembering those
who died in 2020

The Year in Review:
How B.C. responded
to the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020

A beginner’s guide to
microdosing

View at the Kerrisdale Antiques Show, 41st &
East Boulevard, 10 to 5 Sunday only

Rapper Joey Stylez
shares his new music
and insights into
staying creative
during a pandemic

Nanaimo RCMP issue
COVID-19 violation
tickets to 11 youths
for gathering at high
school

OPEN

SEE THE LATEST PRINT EDITION

GEORGIA STRAIGHT
History | About Us | Masthead | Careers | Advertise | Contact Us | Site Map | Covers

LEGAL
Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions
© 2020 VANCOUVER FREE PRESS. BEST OF VANCOUVER, BOV AND GOLDEN PLATES ARE TRADE-MARKS OF VANCOUVER FREE PRESS PUBLISHING CORP.

Want the best of Georgia Straight in
your inbox? Keep up...

